






















THE ARCHNES AT LOTUSlAND are a 
remarkable collection of source 
information about Madame Walska 
and every aspect of her fascinating 
life. From time to time, we will share 
an item that has caught our attention . 
A yellowed clipping from the News
Press of July 15, 1951 offers this tale 
of a disappearing tortoise . 

- Deidre Cantrell 

BILL, THE LADY TURilE, IS STILL AMONG 
MISSING, by Che t Holcombe 

"BILL," THE IADY TURilE owned by 
Mme . Ganna Walska of Montecito, 
is still missing . 

And it's through no lack of effort 
in looking for the hard -backed pet. 
Dr. Warren R. Austin has just re
turned from a 2,500-mile trip to the 
No rthwes t where it was earlier 
reported that - somehow-"Bill" had 
been found . 

Both Mme. Walska and Austin 
figure that the posta l card received 
here on June 23, reporting the in
credible arrival of Bill in Tacoma, is 
some kind of a practical joke . 

The strange tale of Bill came to 
light here yesterday, when Santa 
Barbara police received a postal card 
from H.F. Roufs of Dempsey Mill 
Road, Tacoma , which said : 

Dear Sirs, 
The Tacoma Chamber of Commerce tells 
me that you have an Ashley Road in your 
city. It could not be possible that a large 
turtle we found on the road here painted in 
red and white 11119 Ashley Road'" mean
dered here, could it? Or did someone pick 
it up and let it loose here? Perhaps there is 
truth to the saying "An old turtle never 
dies- it just wanders away"? What shall 
we do with the turtle-cook a soup? 

From the Archives 

The posta l card was written in a 
legible hand - all except the signature 
and address, which were just scrawled. 

Austin was planning to attend a 
physician's convention in Seattle a 
week ago when he heard about the 
lost turtle and the postcard from 
someone in Tacoma reporting that the 
turtle had been found there . So he 
volun teered to see that "Bill," missing 
since November, was returned home. 

The only name and address in 
Tacoma that anywhere near resem
bled the scribbling on the postcard was 
H.F. Roufs of Dempsey Mill Road in 
that city. Warren found Roufs to be 
the keeper of the city dump, living in 
an old shack on the bank of a river next 
to all the refuse. Roufs, whom Warren 
described as a "colorful character," 
knew no thing about any turtle . 

Then Warren really opened up 
publicity in the state of Washing ton . 
Since he took journalism in his pre
med ical days at the University of 
Washington, he knows a number of 
newsmen in Seattle, Tacoma and 
adjoining areas . All his friends co
opera ted, and for days the news
papers carried pleas for anyone 
knowing the of the turtle's where 
abouts to notify Warren. 

Mme. Walska and Warren were 
no t the only disappo inted ones, 
however. The mate of the missing 

turtle, "Willie," couldn't say any 
thing, of course, but he must be get
ting pretty lonesome . 

Despite his comfortable location 
in the courtyard of "Tibetland," the ) 
luxurious estate of Mme . Walska at 
119 (sic] Ashley Road, Willie must be 
rather disconso late. 

Willie must be wondeling what 
kind of animals these humans be, who 
wou ld play such silly tricks on one 
another as to write fake postcards 
about missing turtles. 

But he apparently wasn't too 
worried . After all, it is nicer and cooler 
here at the Montecito estate than it 
ever was through the year in the 
former home in ho t Tucson . Besides, 
Willie was keeping his eye on the 
ga te. If his keeper, veteran chauffeur 
and aide to Mme. Carma Walska Troy 
Smith, left that gate open, Willie 
might decide to take a look at the 
outside world too. 
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vVHILE WE DON'T HAVE the final line-up 
of gardens yet for this year's garden 
tours, we do have the dates. And 
as those of you know who have 
joined the tours (or tried to and 
couldn't!) in previous years, 
they fill up in a hurry, so 
send in your coupon now 
for either or both April 
14th and June 23rd . 

The April tour is shap
ing up to be a lively mix of 
the old and the new. Several of 
our prospects date back to the 
first half of the 1900s, while others 
are as fresh as the flowers that bloom 

Garder\ Tours 2001 

Madame Gaf\f\a WalsRa 
AN ILLUSTRATED LECTURE ON LOTUSLAND'S CREATOR 

WITH JANET EASTMAN 
SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 2:00 PM 

MADAME GAN NA W illKA was 
an extraordinary woman by 
anyone's standards. This self
proclaimed II enemy of the 
average" embarked upon an 
operatic career as a young 
woman with a passion that 
wou ld later manifest itself 
in her incredible gardens . 
Breathtakingly beautiful, whim
sical, outlandish, bold; these 
terms have been used to 
describe both Madame 
Walska and the gardens she 
fashioned at Lotusland. 

Please join us for an 
in-depth look at Madame 
Walska's life with this slide 
presentation by Lotusland 
historian Janet Eastman . 

Champagne and hors 
d'oeuvres will be served on 
the terrace following the 
presentation. 

Cost is $25 for members 
and $30 for nonmembers . 
Please use the coupon on 
page 15 to sign up. 



Frier1ds of Lotuslar1d 
We Welcome New Members Who Joi11ed 

i11 November, December 2000, JcmuarLJ 2001 

LEVEL I 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Adams 
Ms . Lucille Ainge 
Ms. Christine Amos 
Ms. Dianne Armitage 
Mr. J.A. Ted Baer 
Ms. Ruth Ellen Billion 
Ms . Karen Boaz 
Ms . Karin Brinkley 
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Broderick 
Ms. Carol Brown 
Dr. & Mrs . Ted Chaffee 
Mr. Fred Chaimson 
Mr. Newt Chamberlin 
Ms . Polly Clement 
Mr. Pedro Aguilar Corona 
Mr. John P. Davis 
Mr. & Mrs . Charles De L'Arbre 
Ms . Margaret Dear 
Ms . Susan Dewey 
Mr. & Mrs . Stanley Eigner 
Ms. Anne Todd Erikson 
Ms . Heather Fields 
Casey & Shelly Fitzpatrick 
Mrs. Carter Flemming 
Ms . Eileen Foster 
Ms . Maria Gilbert 
Ms . Sheila Holl ingshead 
Bruce G. Howard, M.D. 
Mr. & Mrs . Russell Howell 
Ms. Joanne Jubelier 
Ms . Jensie Kainz 
Mr . & Mrs . James J. Keenan 
Mr . & Mrs . Andrew Kyriaco 
Mr . James Kyriaco, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs . Kyriaco, Sr. 
Ms . Peggy Linton 
Ms . Cath leen Lynch 
Ms . Madh u Mandavia 
Mr. Donald A. McGilvray III 
Mr. Michael Mekjian 
Mr. & Mrs. Parviz Minoo 
Ms . Joan Oliver 
Ms . Bettie Pardee 
Mr. & Mrs . Ed Pickett 
Ms . Jackie Ouinn 
Mr. Lanny Ryan 
Mr. & Mrs . Bud Sandwa ll 
Ms . Georgia Scherrek 
Mr. & Mrs . Tom Seigner 

Mr. & Mrs. Dick Smith 
Ms . Leila Srour 
Ms. Pamela Stanbrough 
Mr. & Mrs . Bob Stanley 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Sterne 
Mr. Nick Strausfeld 
Ms. Joan Thomas 
Ms . Anne Tichenor-Perez 
Ms. Joan A. Von Kuhlberg 
Mr . & Mrs . Bob Webber 
Mr. & Mrs. Milton Weiner 
Ms . Barbara White 
Ms . Barbara Widstrand 

LEVEL 11 

Ms . Sharon Anderson 
Ms . Norma Bakalian 
Mr. Matthew Bialecki 
Mr. & Mrs . Peter Brill 
Ms. Shandra Campbell 
Mr. & Mrs . Harv Champlin 
Ms . Anne Collier 
Ms. Sue Cook 
Mr. & Mrs . Richard Dallett 
Ms. Jacqueline Dyson 
Ms . Carole East 
Dr. & Mrs. Allen J. Enlow 
Mr. & Mrs . Clark Ficke 
Ms . Sybil Flintoff 
Ms. Saunie Krewson 
Mr. Tom Liebengood 
Mr. Michael Ling 
Ms. Anjani Mandavia 
Ms. Marsha Marcoe 
Ms . Margy McDonnell 
Ms . Lori Meschler 
Ms . Kathleen Mitchell 
Ms . Frances Morehart 
Ms . Claire Munz 
Mr . Brad Newton 
Ms . Beverly Plummer 
Ms . Joan Selwyn 
Ms . Lanis Ashford Speights 
Ms . Jordana Stark 
Ms . Dorcas Th ille 
Ms . Judith Villa 
Mr . & Mrs . John Walker 
Ms . Edina Weinstein 
Mr. & Mrs . David Wexler 

Lotusland GratefullLJ 
AcRnowledges ') 

Donations 
November, December 2000, 

JanuarLJ 2001 

1P cr,1-r5 
Stanley Smith Horticultural Trust 

to set up a horticultura l research 
office and laboratory 

i 11: • • • : l" 1 "'Tl ..,. N ~ 
California Association of Nurserymen 

Channel Islands Chapter 
Mr. & Mrs . William Frazier 
Ms . Lynn Greenwa ld 
Mr. & Mrs . Anthony Lehman 
Mr. Franklin P. Rogers 

f;Lt\i TS 
Ms . Harriet Berk 

~ ::c 1\1 !"{),N '\TION 
Mr. Stuart Brant 

restoration of commemorative 
plaque for Theatre Garden 

Members \Xlho Have 
Increased Their 
Level of Support 

November, December 2000, 
Januarl) 2001 

Ms . Wendy Edlen 
Tichenor & Thorpe Architects 
Mr. & Mrs . James Wolfe 

Dr. & Mrs. George Halling 

Mr. & Mrs . Lawrence N . 
Bailard 

Mr. & Mrs . William G. Myers 

) 
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Mc1dc1me Cionna Walsko 
An Illustrated Lecture on Lotusland's Creator With JANET EASTMAN 

$25/members • $30/nonmembers 

Saturdalj, March 17, 2001, 2:00 DM Number of people attending __ _ Total$----- -----

Gonna Walska Lotusland Registration Form 
PAYMENT METHOD: D Check enclosed OVISA D MasterCard Expiration date ___ ____ _ 

Card number __ ____ ______ __ _ Signature ____ ____ ______ ___ _ 

Member name ___ ______ ____ _____ ______ _____ _____ _ _ 

Address ____ _____ ______ ____ ______ Phone. _____ ____ _ _ 

Fees are refundable only if cancellation is received one week before class or lecture. 
If minimum enrollment is not reached, classes and lectures may be canceled. 

No phone reservations, please. 

Mail to: Ganna Walska Lotusland, Attn : Member Events, 695 Ashley Road, Sant.a Barbara, CA 93108 

Privote Ciardens 
With VIRGINIA HA YES 

9:00 AM to 4:00 DM 
$35/members • $95/nonmembers (INCLUDES TRANSPORTATION, ENTRANCE FEES, AND LUNCH) 

Saturdalj, April 14, 2001 Number of people attending ___ Total$---- -----

SaturdolJ, June 23, 200 I Number of people attending __ _ Total$ ___ _____ _ _ 

l:ducational Outreach Teachers' \XlorRShop 
A FIRST-TIME TEACHERS' WORKSHOP 
was held on Saturday, January 27, for 
fourth-grade teachers participating 
in Lotusland's Educational Outreach 
program . 

outlining the history of the program 
and defining some of its goals . 
Teachers were introduced to new 
curriculum ma terials, and several 
outreach docents were on hand to 
take them on tour, pointing out 
some of the "kid elements" they 

focus on during student visits. 
Apres-tour refreshments were served 
while workshop participants enjoyed 
the beautiful artwork and creative 
projects received from students who 
have visited Lotusland through the 
outreach program. 

Dr. Steven Timbrook gave an 
opening address to the group briefly 

Teachers enjoy their garden tour with outreach docent Gloria Molnar 
(on left). 

After touring the garden, teachers enjoyed refreshments while viewing 
beau11ful student artwork. 
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Member Events March through June 

MANY LorusLAND EVENTS are open to non-members, so let your friends and neighbors know about the great 
activities we offer. And once again this year, we are offering several opportunities to bring children to the 
garden. Kids and grandkids are welcome at many events, and Family Tour days are scheduled twice every 
month (see the last item in the listing). We hope you will enjoy the year 2001 at Lotu'sland. 

Saturdatt, March 17 
Madame Ganna Walska 
2:00 PM 
Illustrated lecture by Lotusland 
historian Janet Eastman, followed 
by champagne on the terrace . 
MEMBERS $25; NONMEMBERS $30. 
Use the coupon on page 15 to 
sign up . 

SoturdalJ, March 24 
Self-guided Tours for All Members 
1 :30-4 :30 PM 
MEMBERS $15 or use admission 
passes. Call 969-9990 for 
reservations 9 AM-noon. 

Saturdatt, April 14 
Private Gardens with Curator 
Virginia Hayes 
9:00 AM-4:00 PM 
Private gardens tour with 
Lotusland's Curator of Collections . 
Includes lunch. 
MEMBERS $85; NONMEMBERS $95. 
Use the coupon on page 15 to 
sign up. 

Saturd<1lJ, April 23 
Members' Family Day 
10:00 AM-4:00 PM 
Don't miss the fun! This year ... 
educational activities for the 
whole family, picnic lunch on the 
lawn, music, entertainment and 
room for more guests! Free to 
members to thank you for your 
support of the garden! Use the 
coupon on page 9 to sign up. 

Matt 7-11 
Springtime in the Napa and Sonoma 
Valleys: A Gardener's Paradise 
Contact tour coordinator Kathy 
O'Leary at (805) 967-7264. 
Wait list only. 

Sund<1tJ, MatJ 20 
Topiary Garden Ribbon Cutting 
4:00 PM 
Madame Walska's topiary zoo will 
be officially opened and dedicated 
in honor of Carol Valentine. 
Cocktails and hors d1oeuvres. 
By invitation only to donors of 
the Topiary Garden Campaign . 

SaturdatJ, June 23 
Water Gardens with Virginia Hayes 
10:00 AM-4:00 PM 
Explore private water gardens 
with Lotusland's Curator of 
Collections . Includes lunch . 
MEMBERS $85, NONMEMBERS $9~. 
Use the coupon on page 15 
to sign up. 

FAMILY TOURS 
Remember, family tours for all 
ages are offered the first Thursday 
morning of each month at 
10:00 AM and the third Thursday 
afternoon of each month at 
1 :30 PM. Family tours are kid and 
parent friendly and are separate 
from regular adult tours . 
ADULT MEMBERS $15 or use 
admission passes ; CHILDREN UNDER 
TEN $10; CHILDREN UNDER TV/0 free. 
Call 969-9990 for reservations 
9 AM-noon. 
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